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	River Town 
Action Team Meetings

The Mon River Valley 
Coalition Fall Meeting
All are welcome to attend and hear about the exciting activities throughout the Mon River including new canoe and kayak access in Monongahela, Fredericktown and Charleroi
Thursday, January 14th, 
7:45 am to 10:30 am.
Kara Alumni House
California University Campus

Fairmont: 
Main Street, 12:30 -1:30 pm every Thursday.  Locations vary so contact kate@mainstreetfairmont.org for location

Fredericktown: Chamber/Action Team
1st Wed-6PM-Fire Hall
 
Revive Charleroi
Charleroi Borough Building
Fourth Street and Fallowfield Avenue
4:30-6:00 p.m.

Star City Action Team
First Monday of each month
5-6pm at the Municipal Building at 370  Broadway
 
Morgantown Action Team
Second Wednesday of every month 4:30-6 pm at the Hazel Ruby McQuain Bus Depot
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	Upcoming Events

Charleroi
For further information see: 
www.charleroiboro.org
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	Town Websites
  
Brownsville
Fredericktown - MBRA
Greensboro
Point Marion - Library
Charleroi
Monongahela
Star City
Morgantown
Green Morgantown
Friends of Deckers Creek
Mon River Trail Conservancy
Main Street Fairmont
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	Regional Websites
 
Sheepskin Trail 
SWPA Rural Exploration
Lost Monongahela
Ten Mile Creek Blog
Warrior Trail
Rivers of Steel
IWLA, Greene Co. Chap  
MonRiver.org 
National Road Heritage Corridor


[bookmark: LETTER.BLOCK11]
	_______________________



	Quick Links
McCollom Development Strategies

Pennsylvania Environmental Council

SCA River Town Outreach Corps

Mon River Towns

The National Road Heritage Corridor

B.A.R.C.

American Rivers

WV Community Development Hub

Small Business Administration

PA Parks and Forest Foundation

The Society of Outdoor Recreation Professionals
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			[bookmark: LETTER.BLOCK136]Mon River Valley Coalition Meeting 

The Mon River Valley Coalition is an organization launched three years ago with representatives from 13 River town communities.  

The shared goal is to encourage visitors to enjoy the beautiful Monongahela River and to visit nearby communities. The Coalition meets four times a year and anyone interested in the economic and community growth of the Mon River Valley is encouraged to attend. 

 This 'coalition' of interested parties has been instrumental in raising funds for three new canoe and kayak launches to be completed spring of 2016. Other activities and projects have included public art, regional signage, a weekend long summer event, and multiple river view corridor openings. Paddling groups are starting up in many of the participating towns and the Coalition has crossed state lines to welcome its West Virginia neighbors along the Mon as well.  

FIRST 2016 MEETING 
 Jan 14th, (with a snow date of January 28th)  
Kara Alumni Center 
California University of Pennsylvania 
211 Second Street 
California, PA 15419 
7:45 - 10:30 AM 
Breakfast will be available.  

Mike Dreisbach, owner of the Savage River Lodge and two other newly opened restaurants in Grantsville MD will speak on small business launches and outdoor recreation as a key market. He has turned Savage River Lodge into a key tourism destination and has actively participated in trail building throughout the region.

Coalition members will also be asked to offer feedback on the updated Mon River Valley Coalition Action Agenda launching the next three years of activities and projects. 

At 10 AM there will be a press event announcing the three winners of the SMAART Business Entrepreneurial contest. Three local entrepreneurs will be awarded $10,000 each through support offered by the Department of Community and Economic Development's Discovered and Developed in PA (D2PA) program. Additional support for this exciting program came from the Claude Worthington Benedum Foundation, a longtime supporter of Coalition work. 

For more information visit, www.monrivercoalition.org
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	Planned Project in Brownsville
 
The Redevelopment Authority of Fayette County is gearing up for a major community development project in downtown Brownsville. The PA State Historic Preservation office has approved the demolition of three blighted buildings at 13-21 Market St. and compatible in-fill new construction for a seniors' housing project by Pittsburgh-based Trek Development. Initial demolition is slated to begin by year's end. The ground-up construction is expected to start in second quarter 2016.
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	Chef Heath Finnell of Café Bacchus selected as one of WV Best "Wild" Chefs
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	Chef Heath pulling ramps


In partnership with his wife, Judy Spade, Chef Heath Finnell operates the Morgantown restaurant Café Bacchus. Chef Heath was born, raised, and learned to cook in San Francisco before moving to West Virginia. These influences can be seen in his "Mexibilly" style, which incorporates traditional Mexican fare with Appalachian ingredients and flair.

Café Bacchus 
76 High St.
Morgantown, WV 26505 
http://www.cafebacchus.net
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	New Opportunities in West Virginia

WV Hub is looking to fill the Executive Director position. For additional information, go to: www.wvhub.org 

The WV Center for Civic Life is seeking an associate director to coordinate programs, outreach and communications. For more detailed information, go to: http://wvciviclife.weebly.com/
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	November Paddle Ride

Mary Wimmer, the energy behind the new Morgantown Area Paddlers (MAP) group sent along some photos from the group's early November paddle.  She also reports great relationships with the region's lockmasters who have promised a tour of the lock system, perhaps next spring! 
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	Monongahela's Aquatorium reported a record year of activity!

Closed now for the winter, you want to make sure you stay tuned for the opening next summer. They managers hint of a stronger than ever year of great events on the river! 
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	Strong New Trends in Outdoor Recreation

The American Recreation Coalition says that outdoor recreation is on the upswing on America's public lands and waters, which cover nearly one third of the nation's surface. The new report, Outdoor Recreation Outlook 2016, says that Americans spend more than $650 billion annually on equipment ranging from skis and tents to RVs and boats and on services ranging from fishing licenses to zip lines, supporting millions of jobs in manufacturing, sales, and service. Read more and download full report... 
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	Signage in Fredericktown's Community Park help visitors find businesses!
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Recurring Events 
Wed   The Monongahela River, Railroad, and Transportation Museum, Brownsville
  
For more information about upcoming events in the  
River Town and surrounding communities, please visit our event calendar! 



	Contact Info
info@monrivertowns.com
724-437-987
The Mon River Coalition and PA River Town Program are directed under the guidance of the National Road Heritage Corridor.  
The West Virginia River Town Program is run under the direction of the West Virginia Community Development Hub.
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